
ber of the faculty as contact per-
son to meet with and advise 
students in the concentration.  

Examples of possible concentra-
tions include:  Cognitive and 
Behavioral Neuroscience; Learn-
ing & Memory; Language De-
velopment and Reading; Person-
ality & Psychopathology.  As 
actual concentrations are devel-
oped, Psychology majors will be 
notified of details. 

 

 

Beginning in the Fall 2009 se-
mester, the Psychology Depart-
ment will offer a new opportu-
nity for Majors.  Supplemental 
Concentrations will allow students 
to engage more intensively with 
a specific area within the disci-
pline.  The Supplemental Con-
centration is meant as an enrich-
ment of the major, and the 
classes for a concentration may 
not be used to fulfill the require-
ments of the major, nor can they 
be counted toward any other 
major or minor.  In addition, to 
complete the concentration, 
students will have to undertake 
an approved research assistant-
ship (Psych 500, Independent 
Study), or approved internship, 
or practicum. 

 

At this writing, faculty are pre-
paring a number of supplemen-
tal concentrations, and details 
are not yet available.  However, 
the concentrations will entail 9-
10 units of coursework over and 
above the minimum major re-
quirements, including an ad-
vanced, 400-level class, and 
with the addition of one semes-
ter of research in an appropri-
ate, approved lab, or a relevant 
internship or practicum.   

The supplemental concentration 
will be a valuable experience for 
students planning on graduate 
study in psychology or related 
fields, or for those who have a 
particular interest or want to 
gain expertise in one of the ap-
proved concentrations.  Each 
concentration will have a mem-

More than a  Major:  Supplemental  Concentrations  

New Cour ses  for  Fal l  2009 

Psych 204:  Psychobiogra-
phy explores the use of psy-
chological perspectives in the 
in-depth study of the life of an 
individual, with a focus on his-
torical, literary, and artistic 
figures, including Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt, William, 
Henry, and Alice James, Gan-
dhi, Freud, and Frank Lloyd 
Wright.  Dr. James Anderson 
will teach this course in Fall 
2009. 

Psych 4135:  Human Behav-
ior in Extreme Situations, 
taught by Dr. Robert Koff, will 
familiarize students with psy-
chological theory and research 
that attempt to answer the 
question:  What are the protec-
tive factors that help people 
who find themselves in an ex-
treme situation respond con-
structively to the stress they 
must cope with?  This will be 
newly offered in Fall 2009. 

Psych 3195:  Abnormal 
Child Psychology.  This new 
course for Fall 09 will familiar-
ize students with current per-
spectives on the nature, causes, 
assessment, treatment, and 
prevention of child psychopa-
thology and related family dys-
function.  It will emphasize 
psychiatric disorders’ develop-
ment and progression prior to 
teenage years.  Dr. Bryan Lo-
ney will teach the course. 
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During the Fall semester the 
department initiated what we 
hope will be a regular event 
each semester:  the Undergradu-
ate Challenge, a web-based 
competition aimed at Psychol-
ogy students.  The quiz was 
offered on-line through the Psy-
chology Undergraduate website 
(http://www.artsci.wustl.edu/
~psych/), as a way to promote 
use of the site.    

The first Challenge took the 
form of a 25-question quiz.  Our 
thanks to Professors Roddy 

Roediger, Desiree White, 
Deanna Barch, and Jeff Zacks for 
psychology questions.  Professor 
Mitch Sommers contributed a 
stumper of a baseball question.  
The highest score of 24/25 was 
achieved by Devon O’Leary, a 
sophomore Psychology major 
and Biology minor, who won 
the prize of a $50 gift card to 
Campus Stores. 

Future Challenges may take the 
form of an essay contest, ana-
grams, or a treasure hunt.  We 
hope to make the Challenge a 

fun and interesting competition, 
and the prizes valuable and at-
tractive to students.  Toward 
this end, we welcome sugges-
tions from students, both for 
contest ideas and for prizes. 

Fun and  Fr iendly  Competi t ion:  The UG Chal lenge 

New Faces  in  the Psychology Depar tment 

infants and young children, with 
a focus on conceptual and social-
cognitive development.  She is 
interested in how children learn 
the meanings of words, prag-
matics and theory of mind, and 
the development of social cogni-
tion in early childhood. 

At the risk of spreading old 
news, we feel P.U.N. should 
devote some space to the arrival 
(way last summer!) of Sharon 
Corcoran as Undergraduate 
Coordinator in the Psychology 
department.  Sharon is a gradu-
ate of WUSTL, with under-
graduate majors in Psychology 
and Linguistics.  She also re-
ceived an MFA degree from the 
Writers’ Program in 1985. 

Her primary duties are helping 
students with Major and Minor 
declarations, organizing special 
events, maintaining contact with 
students , updating the depart-
ment’s Undergraduate website, 
and various administrative duties 
involving academic issues.  Hav-

ing completed five months in 
the position, Sharon says of it, “I 
really enjoy the chance to solve 
problems.  If I can help fix an 
issue that’s worrying a student, I 
get great satisfaction.” 

Students are welcome to drop in 
to Sharon’s office in room 207B 
of the Psychology building, or 
call her at 935-5169. 

The origins of individual differ-
ences in personality and psycho-
pathology are the research inter-
ests of Professor Robert 
Krueger (Ph.D. U. of Wiscon-
sin, 1996).  He completed his 
clinical internship at Brown 
University.  His research often 
employs behavior genetic de-
signs and multivariate quantita-
tive models.  Major research 
goals involve developing com-
prehensive, empirically-based 
models of personality and psy-
chopathology applicable in both 
clinical and research settings.  A 
related research interest in-
volves modeling the ways in 
which genetic and environ-
mental forces intertwine in the 
development of human individ-
ual differences. 

Lori Markson has joined the 
Psychology faculty as Assistant 
Professor, having received her 
Ph.D. from the University of 
California, Berkeley.  She stud-
ies cognitive development in 
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The Psychology Honors Coor-
dinator, Dr. Mitch Sommers, 
reports that,beginning in Fall 
2008, the first semester of 
Study for Honors (Psychology 
498) was approved as a writing 
intensive course. “We are par-
ticularly excited about this de-
velopment, as the writing as-
signments for the course are 
designed to provide students 
with an opportunity to learn to 
critically evaluate empirical 
research.  Specifically, the writ-
ing assignments will give stu-
dents experience with the types 

of analyses that are typical in 
the peer-review process. We 
view this type of instruction as 
invaluable, not only to those 
planning on conducting gradu-
ate work in Psychology, but to 
anyone who will have to criti-
cally assess work in their field.” 
  
Ten students are currently do-
ing Honors projects (see photo, 
right).   Their themes include:  
happiness and political atti-
tudes, eating disorders, happi-
ness training, personality and 
emotions, the Generation Ef-

fect, preschooler depression and maternal communication, affective 
experience and sociopolitical attitudes, effects of exercise and per-
sonality on the aging brain, learning, and behavioral economics.  
Honors students are Rick Andrews, Kay Eastman, Marissa Fiorucci, 
Julia Goldberg, Glenn Kunkes, Mackenzie Leonard, Tommy 
O’Brien, Tara Singh, Jeannine Sun, and Fannie Zhou. 

2008-09 Honor s  Students  

Student  Award Winner s  

remember their experience of 
the Rose Revolution. He com-
pared measures of personal 
emotion and sociopolitical atti-
tudes of those participants who 
wrote about the revolution 
vividly to participants in a con-
trol group who wrote about the 
mundane events of their daily 
life. Participants who wrote 
vividly on the revolution ex-
pressed higher levels of negative  
and positive emotion. Levels of 
personal emotion were corre-
lated both with life satisfaction 
and attitudes towards Georgia 
and the Georgian president. 
Those participants expressing 
higher levels of life satisfaction 
expressed higher levels of hap-
piness and those that expressed 
lower levels of life-satisfaction 
expressed higher levels of nega-
tive emotion. As a second me-
diator, higher rates of happiness 
correlated positively with fa-
vorable attitudes. Higher rates 
of anger and (feelings of) be-

trayal correlated negatively 
with favorable attitudes.  

With the support of the Office 
of Undergraduate Research, 
Josh Morris spent last sum-
mer conducting an original 
research project on probability 
discounting with Dr. Leonard 
Green and Dr. Joel Myerson.  
They studied approximately 
100 participants’ preferences 
on a variety of certain and un-
certain money rewards.   Josh’s 
work resulted in a poster pre-
sented at the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium titled,  
“Discounting of Probabilistic 
Rewards Over A Wide Range 
of Amounts and Probabilities”. 

The 2008 Hyman Meltzer Me-
morial Award in Psychology 
was awarded to Tanya An-
tonini. 

Mindy Krischer received the 
2008 John A. Stern Under-
graduate Resarch Award. 

Keren Lehavot was awarded  
APA’s 2008 Annual Prize for 
Psychological Research on 
Women and Gender Studies by 
Graduate and Undergraduate 
Students for her article (with 
Alan Lambert) entitled  
“Toward a greater understand-
ing of antigay prejudice: On the 
role of sexual orientation and 
gender role violation.”  

Thomas O’Brien won a WU 
Undergraduate Research Award 
for his project, supervised by 
Professor Alan Lambert, that 
studied participants in Geor-
gia’s 2003 Rose Revolution.   
The 2003 Rose Revolution 
brought about a dramatic 
change of political power in 
Georgia with implications not 
only for Georgians but interna-
tional politics around the 
world, especially throughout 
the former Soviet Union.  With 
the help of Georgian colleagues 
O’Brien asked participants in an 
experimental group to vividly 
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2008-09 Honors class, left to right, 
above:  Marissa Fiorucci, Tara 
Singh, Prof. Mitch Sommers 
(Coordinator), Julia Goldberg, 
Glenn Kunkes, Mackenzie Leonard, 
Richard Andrews, Kay Eastman, 
Tommy O’Brien, Fannie Zhou, and 
Jeanine Sun. 



 

 

Sharda Umanath, Lynn Wilkie 

Szpunar, K.K., Kang, S.H., Umanath, S., Wilkie, L., McDer-
mott, K.B., & Roediger, H.L. (2008).  Testing insulates 
against build-up of proactive interference.  Poster presented 
at the 49th annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Chi-
cago. IL. 

how eight people's lives are 
transformed when they discover 
balloon twisting conventions. It 
is a hilarious and heartwarming 
film about passion, salvation, 
love, death, race, religion, and 
a whole lot of balloons. They 
had a packed screening at the 
St. Louis Art Museum for the 
St. Louis International Film 
Festival and have had an equally 
wonderful response at 12 other 
film festivals. 

 

IRINA LEVIN , a 2005 graduate 
with majors in Psychology and 
Anthropology, is in Azerbaijan 
on a Fulbright grant.  Her re-
search on the Meskhetian Turks, 
who were deported from Geor-
gia in the 1940's, is focused on 

SARA TAKSLER, a 2001 WU 
graduate in Psychology, has 
made a film with fellow alum 
Naomi Greenfield.   
TWISTED: A Balloonamentary 
(http://
twistedballoondoc.com) will 
make its theatrical debut in St. 
Louis at The Tivoli May 23-29, 
kicking off a run in select cities 
across the country. They will be 
back in St. Louis for the film's 
premiere and will do Q & A's at 
the evening screenings May 23-
25. 
 
TWISTED: A Balloonamentary 
is a feature documentary, which 
includes an animated segment 
narrated by The Daily Show's 
Jon Stewart.  The film explores 

the issues surrounding their repa-
triation, gender disparities in 
ethnic identification and self-
understanding, and questions of 
territoriality/mobility.  Her plan  

News from Recent  Psychology Grads   
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www.wustle.edu/~psych/undergrad.html 

2008 UG Publications and Presentations 
Sophie Cohen 

Kang, S.H.K., McDermott, K.B., & Cohen, S.M. (2008).  The mne-
monic advantage of processing fitness-relevant information.  Mem-
ory & Cognition, 36(6), 1151-1156. 

Kelly Donahue 

Rodebaugh, T.L., & Donahue, K.L. (2007).  Could you be more spe-
cific, please:  Self-discrepancies, affect, and variation in specificity 
and relevance.  Journal of Clinical Psychology, 63, 1193-1207. 

Josh Morris 

Morris, J. (2008)  Discounting of probabilistic rewards over a wide 
range of amounts and probabilities.  Poster presented at the Un-
dergraduate Research Symposium. 

Thomas O’Brien 

O’Brien, T. (2008)  When the bloom comes off the rose:  Priming 
memories of political revolutions in the former Soviet republic of 
Georgia.  Poster presented at the Undergraduate Research Sympo-
sium. 

Daniel Paull 

Abrams, R.A., Davoli, C.C., Du, F., Knapp, W.J., & Paull, D. 
(2008).  Altered vision near the hands.  Cognition, 107, 1035-1047. 

Jeanine Sun 

Sun, J., & McDaniel, M. (2008).  The Testing Effect:  Experimental 
evidence from a college course.  Poster presented at the Midstates 
Consortium for Math and Sciences, Chicago.  

 

 

 

for next year is to enter the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison's 
anthropology PhD program. 

 

AARON WINKLER, a 2004 
graduate in Psychology, has just 
released a CD:  Aaron Rise.  It 
is available on his website:  
http://www.aaronrise.com/
index.php?/rise/store/ 


